Childhood cancer: its impact and financial costs for Australian families.
This study evaluated the impact and financial costs of childhood cancer for Australian families by means of a nonrandomized retrospective cross-sectional survey at the oncology department of a large metropolitan pediatric hospital. The Family Impact Scale (a standardized questionnaire) and the self-reported economic burden (a questionnaire on expenses and lifestyle changes) were utilized. Results of the family impact score were compared to a previously published cohort of children with insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus. The participants were 56 parents of children newly diagnosed with cancer in the year 2002. In addition to the expected high social and emotional impacts, the majority of families reported suffering from great or moderate economic hardship. Factors predictive for families at risk included single parenthood, lower household income, and greater distance from the hospital. The results show that the distribution of resources is not equitable and is currently failing to negate significant financial stresses for many Australian families.